
SECTION 3

DEVIL ANSE, LAST OF BLUE RIDGE FEUDISTS

FEUD C LLE.RS, LINDEN
GUARD. ON THEIte WAV

TO TRIAL.

Chieftain of the
Hatfields Near
End of His Life's
Jour ney After
Long Su rvi ving
War With the
McCoys "

is possible that by the time this
IT story Is published Anderson Hat-

field, better known as Devil
Anse, tor years leader of the Hatfield
faction in its noted war with the Mc-Co- y

family In eastern Kentucky, will
be dead. Kcports from his homo say
he Is very low and that it is believed
he can survive only a few hours.

However, no man has seen death
peeping around the corner at, h!ni on
more occasions and dodged Just in
time than has this same Anderson
Hatfield, and it may "bo that ho will
be able to dodge again.

But If he should not he has e!'ty-fcu- r
long years behind him, more than

lalf of which was spent In the most
desperato of all gomes that of saving
his own skin and of doing as much
harm to the other felloyv as he could.

Devil Anso has worn this title for
nearly thirty years as a law abiding
citizen, although ho won it by driving
off a detachment of McCoys when tliey
icrnered him high up on a West Vir-
ginia mountain range called ''The
Devil's Backbone.'' Anse used his rifle
to such good advantage then that he
be.it off his enemies and gained a nick-
name that has been heard of wherever
daily papers are read.

Tall, straight as an Indian, wearing
an old coonskin cap and carrying ithe
same rifle which he Is said to havo
used during tho bloody fighting in the
mountains, Hatfield has been an infre-
quent visitor to towns in tho vicinity
of his homo for the last few years. Ho
always attracted attention, not only
because of. tho appearance ho made,
rut because everybody knew he was
Devil Anse.

Ho Is tho last of the old time feud
chieftains. The McCoys tho feudists
of them are all gone; the Tolllvers
and tho Martins of tho Rowan1 county
war have been gathered to their
fathers; over in Breathitt county Judge
Jim Hargls and "Deacon" Kd Callahan
have long since died violent deaths:
5twn in Clay county the Howards and
tho Bakers are at peace; the Eversoles
and tho French factions havo 'buried
the hatchet too deep to dig up over in
Perry county Fult French is dead,
too and the lesser "wars" have passed
Into tho realms of things that are not.

Of course, there are lesser members
of the Hatfield and McCoy family who
atlll live In their sections of the Ken-
tucky and West Virginia mountains;
they are not feudists they are among
tho best citizens in those sections, and
many of them have made money slnco
the coal and oil' lands havo begun to
yield riches.

This McCoy Killed German.
And, then, young Pete McCoy, a

handsome youngster, has come back
from Germany, and he has a record
that any man in the world would be
Proud of. He killed nearly a score of
Germans in one day and captured
more than thirty, which is a great
record. And he re'eently sent word
to tho army recruiting ofilco In Lex-
ington that ho intended to rejoin tho
army.

The Hatfleld-McCo- y feud was a silly
ncugh piece of business at ths start,

out before it ended It had brought
wth to at least one hundred man

. .. : III - ,

and a few women and children, heart
tearing sorrow to many others, and
had almost caused civil war between
the States of West Virginia and Ken-
tucky.

One day Randolph ("Itand'l" as he
was called) rodo by a hogpen and no-

ticed several shoats therein. They
were ostensibly tho property of Floyd
Hatfield, but McCoy claimed them as
his Tho matter did not get to the
fighting stage then, and a civil action
was brought in magistrate's court.
Deacon Hatfield, one of the big family,
was trial magistrate. Every member
of both factions who could get there
attended, and nearly every one carried
a rifle or revolver.

Hatfield won possession of the hogs,
and the bad blood engendered on that
day did not end for nearly a score of
years. Several minor fights occurred.
but nobody was hurt badly enough to
call for attention, save that the hurts
Inflicted wero by, as each considered It,
a deadly enemy. '

It Is stated that the first fight of
consequenco occurred In 1880, whon
Paris and Samuel McCoy, younger
branches of tho family, met William
Stayton, a Hatfield henchman, in the
mountains. Staytort got the drop on
tho two McCoys and shot Paris, who
fell, but managed to twist his gun to-

ward Stayton, whom ho shot in tho
chest. Neither was badly Injured and
their hatred was so great that they
sprang at each other In a hand to
hand fight. Their rifles were empty,
so they gouged and hit and bit until
both wero oloody. Then, it is said by
legend, Samuel McCoy came to the aid
of his brother and with a pistol shot
Stsyton through tho head.

Tarls McCoy gave himself up to the
officers and at the examining trial be-

fore one of the Hatfield .faction was
released. Samuel McCoy escaped into
the mountains, but was pursued and
finally caught by Ellas Hatfield. A
Jury freed him.
m Aftoy this all was quiet until the
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Into summer of 18S2, when members of
tho two factions met at an election. A
quarrel broke out between rival mem-
bers and after somo preliminary light-
ing Ellison Hatfield Is said to have
dared Talbert McCoy to light him.
McCoy accepted and tho two went at
It. Hatfield got the better of McCoy,
who suddenly drew a knlfo and
plunged It several times Into Hatfield's
body. Hatfield with superhuman
strength and his body bleeding from
several deep gashes throw- McCoy to
the ground and grasping a big rock
raised it to crush McCoy's skull. Then,
It is alleged, Phamer McCoy shot Hatf-

ield. Some of tho Hatflelds have
claimed that young "Rand'l" McCoy
stabbed Hatfield as his relative had
deno.

Phamer, Tolbert and "Rand'l" Mc-
Coy, Jr., wero arrostcd, whllo Hatfield
was carried to the home of a hench-
man. Some of tho Hatficlds guarded
the prisoners for a time, as did their
father "Rand'l" McCoy, Sr. Finally it
was decided to movo the threo young
men to Plkeville, tho county town of
Pllco county, in which tho fight had
occurred. On tho way thero a party
of Hatfielda overtook them and de-
manded that tho boys bo surrendered.
The elder McCoy objected, but tho
Hatflelds took the youths anyhow,
while McCoy went for help.

Phamer, Tolbert and "Rand'l," Jr.,
wore taken somo distance back In tho
hills and confined in an old outbuild,
lng under heavy guard of tho Hat-
flelds. It was during this proceeding
that "Devil Anse" appears In tho nar-
rative for the first time. It is stated
that whllo tho three McCoy boys were
being taken back Into the hills the
rarty stopped at the Rev. Anderson
Hatfield's. After a parley there "Devil
Anse" formed his clansmen together.

nd with tho threo McCoys still under
guard all crossed tho river to West

the three McCoys were again
Imprisoned in an abandoned house, co--

CLANS OF BLUE. RIDGE MOUNTAINEERS
ON T7 FEUDS

curely trussed up and kept under
heavy guard. "Devil Anso," his broth-
ers, Ellas and Valentino, and others
of the clan were on duty constantly.

Along In the' first day of waiting
Mrs. Sarah McCoy, mother of tho
three doomed boys, camo to plead for
them. Tho messago to her was brief;
"If Ellison dies, your boys have got
to die:" That day Ellison Hatfield
died. Out thero in tho lonely moun-
tains, far from their kindred or help
from any source, tho threo young Mc-
Coys wero sentenced to death by their
feudal enemies. It was decided that
they should suffer death in Pike coun-
ty, Ky whero Ellison Hatfield had
received his death wounds.

So back across the river to Ken
tucky the last Journey they ever took

as mortals came the McCoys. The
Hatflelds and their clansmen tied them
to trees and shot them to death. Tho
records of tho Pike County Court
show, that, according to testimony,
Randolph McCoy had one side of his
head blown off; Phamer was shot
about twelve times, while Tolbert was
not so badly mutilated. Phamer and
Randolph McCoy, Jr., were each under
20 years. No names are given In this
narrative of men who may havo ac-
tually dono any of the shooting,

Then, after the work was one, tho
Hatfield band went back to tho safety
of the West Virginia mountains.
Twenty-thre- e Hatflelds were Indicted
In Pike county for the murders, and
then they more formally organized, ap-

parently, for defenco and offence.

LII6E THESE CARRY

with "Devil Anso" and his son "Cap"
as their leaders.

Murders from ambush, skirmishes
between tho opposing factions, ex-
changes of shots nnd dire threats wero
plentiful for the next few years. The
casualties were about even In num-
ber, but so far, all told, the Hat-
flelds had by far the beat of tho wur.
One story Is told that Is worth re-
peating here: Jeff McCoy was arreft"d
for thn murdfr of a tion-feudl- Cap
Hatfield ftnrted with him to a Jail,
McCoy flnnlly, found he could slip tho
rope which bound his hands. He did
so, sprang Into the river and started
swimming toward the Kentucky side.
Ho seemed safe, and though several
hots were lred at him he succeeded

in reaching the basic. But just as he

BEECH H ARSIS. WHO
INHERITED A PART IN
Tfie BREATHITT COUNT

FEUD .

climbed to certain security Cap Hat
field, It has been alleged, shot him
dead,

It was Ju.it about this time that
West Virginia and Kentucky came
near finding themselves in a civil war
becnu.Ho of this greatest of nil feuds
ot North America, Gov. Simon Bolivar
Buckncr of Kentucky asked Gov. E. W.
Wilson ot West Virginia for tho ar-
rest and surrender to Kentucky of
tho twenty-thre- e members of the Hat-
field faction who were under Indict-
ment In like county. Kentucky, for
the murder of Randolph, Phamer and
Tolbert McCoy.

(iunrniiM ut LoKKcrliFiidn,
Wilson refured to give them up, naid

after somo hot letters had passed be-
tween tho two Governors Frank Phil-
lips, a deputy RherlfT. slipped over Into
West Virginia, nnd after a long
search corralled the Hatflelds, and af-
ter considerable fighting, In which
several men wero wounded on both
sides, ho captured the men most
wanted and hurried them across the
line Into Kentucky beforo the Hat-
field clnn could lenrn of It, and beforo
Gov. Wllf-o- could act to prevent
him. A long court light followed, but
the Pike county courts won out.

Then It was that the most heartless
crime of tho whole feud was under-
taken. Likewise, this was tho final
chapter fji tho great; feud ns a elan
war. Tho Hatflelds had believed If
they could get Randolph McCoy, Sr.,
out of the way there would bo easy
sailing. Many of the McCoys and
Hatfield had long since bitten tho
diitt, but the feud had gone on as se-

renely ns a feud caja go on.
It Is alleged that Cap Hatfield, Hon

of "Devil Anso," was leader of the
band which on the night of Junuary 1.
1SS8, finally decided to put an end,
to old mnai "Rand'l" McCoy and his
family by burning them all together
In tho house. .It Is not known how
mnny Hutflelds wero In tho gang, but
there were enough.

Tho McCoys In tho house were
asleep. One ot Uio band crept for-

ward and stuck a blazing fragment to
tho dry wood-- Others followed and in

TWELVE PAGES.

His Soubriquet
Won Many Years
Ago in Desper-
ate Fight Against
Odds When Co-
rnered in the
Mountains

a short Jimo the whole house was
blazing on the roof.

By this time tho McCoys had awak-
ened ajid found themselves hemmed
in by their deadliest enemies. Old
man "Rand'l" McCoy tried to ex-

tinguish the fire when the Hatflelds
opened fire with their rifles. Calvin
McCoy, tho remaining son of "Rand'l,"
replied to It from tho lower floor,
whllo his father used his rlflo from
upstairs. Some of the Hatflelds got
across tho clearing which surrounded
the house nnd going to the door of tho
room occupied by Alapharo McCoy,
i lqhteon-year-ol- d daughter of "Randl,"
knooked. Tho room opened on a ay

which the Hatflelds had
reached without being perceived by
the defenders.

Tm'o Women llntelierrd.
The girl answered the knock and

she heard a man In the dark command
her to make a light. She refused, and
then a shot was fired, killing the girl
instantly. Mrs. McCoy heard the shots
which killed her daughter and rushed
toward the room. One of tho Hatflelds
on duty In tho passageway captured
her and beat her Into unconsciousness.

The tiro by this time was fast con-

suming the house. The McCoys deter-
mined to try to escap. Calvin dashed
out, Intending to make his way to an
outbuilding where ho could continue
tho fight. Tho fire light gave him away,
however, and several rifles were
brought to bear on him. He was struck
by a number of bullets and fell dead
wlthJn a few feet of his goal.

"Rnnd'l" McCoy then, firing his last
shots Into tho ranks of his enemies,
dashed out the same way his son had
gone. Though several shots were flrod
at him he reached safety. Mrs. McCoy
recovered after a long period of ill-

ness from the blows and kicks she had
received. ,

Ellison Mounts, it was Anally proved
after a long series of legal lights, killed
young Alaphare McCoy on the bloody
night, and he was hanged in 1890. An
attempt to smuggle poison to him by
a member of his gang foiled, and he
paid the penalty In the presence of the
largest crowd ever seen in tho moun-
tain section up to that time.

John Hatfield, Valentino Hatfield and
various others of the band wero given
long terms In tho Stato penitentiary at
Frankfort.

This ended the Ilatfleld-McCo- y feud.
Many of both Hides moved away from
the region which hud brought ho much
death nnd sorrow to all concerned;
others remained thero to grow up into
useful men nnd women and to help de-el-

tho great resources In that soc-tlo- n.

Somo went Into the Spanish-America- n

war, whllo others, too young, en-

tered to fight the Germans, The clans-
men are friendly now, they have Inter-
married to some extent, and those of
both families who are left nro living
in amity with the world. There is no
danger that there ever will bo another
Hatfleld-McCo- y feud.

Anne ;! ltellulon,
(

Devil Anse 1ms lived far back in the
mountain' since tin- - feud ended. When
ho Joined the clunvli hump years ago
n sensation ensued. Hut 'ho declared
he was Mnceiv, and Ids ieople flocked
to Jolt) him In his conversion.

None of the Hatflelds or McCoy3
looked llko murderers. They are

Continued on Sixth Peo.
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